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the poor unfortunate tradesman being critically
honest, and showing himself so to the full satisfac-
tion of his creditors ; that he shows them distinctly
a true state of his case, and offers his books and
vouchers to confirm every part of his account.

Upon this suggestion, and allowing that the state
of his account comes out so well as to pay fifteen
shillings in the pound, what, and who, but a parcel
of outrageous hot-headed men, would reject such a
proposal ? What would they be called, nay, what
would they say of themselves, if they should refuse
such a composition, and take out a commission of
bankrupt against such a man ?

What then have we to suppose, but that, the
account being clear, the books exactly agreeing,
and the man appearing to have acted openly and
fairly, the creditors meet, and, after a few consulta-
tions, agree to accept his proposals, and allow him
what a statute would allow him, his necessary house-
hold goods again, apparel, Sec. The man is a free-
man immediately, gets fresh credit, opens his shop
again, and, doubling his vigilance and application
in business, he recovers, and in a few years grow rich.
Then, like an honest man still, he calls all his
creditors together again, tells them he does not
call them now to a second composition, but to tell
them that having with God's blessing and his own
industry, gotten enough to enable him, he was re-
solved to pay them the remainder of his old debt;
and accordingly does so, to the great joy of his
creditors, to his own very great honour, and to the
encouragement of all honest men to take the same
measures. It is true, this does not often happen ;
but there have been instances of it, and I could
name several within my own knowledge.

But here comes an objection in the way, as
follows : It is true, this man did very honestly, and